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Art, XXX — On the Fo ris aro und Boston, which were erect- • ¥. 
td during the War of IndtpenSence ; by J.Finch,F,B.S^ , , 

Every Fort made use of to defend the heroes of the revo- 
lutionary war has acquired a title to the respect, the grati- 
tude, and the veneration of all friends to liberty in every 
part of the world. In future ages, they will enquire where 
the fortifications are, which were thrown up around the 

tewn of Bes^ton, which held a British army besieged dur- 
ing eleven months, and nnally compelled them lo carry 

their arms and their warfare to other lands. Impelled by 
curiosity, let us v\^\\ these lines, which will be so celebra- 
ted in history — where the standards of liberty were un- 
furled, and freedom proclaimed to the vast continent of 
America — where the first entrenchments wore raised 
against the forces of Britain — and from which, as from a 
barrier of iron, their armies recoiled. There cannot be 
any nobler monuments than these on the earth ; if they do 
not yet boast 

**La Gloria di una remotissima aatichita,*' 

every passing day, every hour, every moment, is confer- 
ring this quality upoo them. 

Nearly half a century has elapsed since these lines 
were erected, and it is desirable to have some record by 
which posterity may know, how much they have suffered, 
during that period ny the war of the elements, and by the 
hands of men. The t^rst cause of destruction has been 
trifling, but the storms^ a thousand years would not have 
achieved the injury vimich has been committed by the 
industrious farmers. Wherever these works were an im- 
pediment to cultivation, they have been levelled to the 
ground, and fortresses, which were directed by a Wash- 
ton, or built by a Putnam, or a Greene, have been destroy- 
ed, to give room for the production of Indian corn, or to 
afford a level pasture for cattle. It would redound to the 
high honor of the state of Massachusetts, if some plan were 
devised, by which the forts, which still remain, could be 
saved from the oblivion which apparently menaces them. 

Annexed to Marshall's Life of Washington is a Map of 
the country around Boston, in which the situation of the 
various forts and batteries is represented, and a stranger 
will find it a guide to many of the positions ; but on ao 
attentive examination he will perceive that the map is 
rather inaccurate in some of the details. 

1. At Breed* 8 Hill^ that blood-stained field, the redoubt 
thrown up by the Americans is nearly effaced ; scarcely 
the slightest trace of it remains; but the entrenchment, 
which extended from the redoubt to the marsh, is still 
mariced by a slight elevation of the ground. The redoubt 
thrown up by the British on the summit of the hill, may be 
easily distinguished. 
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2. Bunker Hill. The remains of the British fort are 
visible, the works must have been very stong, and occu« 
pied a large extent of ground — they are on the summit 
and slope of the hill looking towards the peninsula. 

3. Ploughed Hill. The works upon this hill were com- 
menced by the Americans on the night of August 26th, 
1775, and received more fire from the British than any of 
the other forts ; in a few days more than three hundred 
shells were fired at these fortifications. A small part 6f 
the rampart remains, but the whole hill is surrounded by 
the mounds and fosse of the ancient fort, which has been 
nearly obliterated. 

4. Cobble or BarrelVs Hill was fortified, and occupied as 
a strong post, in the war of the Revolution, by General 
Putnam, and, in consequence of its strength, was called 
Putnam's impregnable fortress. Every fort which was de- 
fended by that General might be considered as impregna- 
ble, if daring courage and intrepidity could always resist 
superior force ; yet this title seems to have been more ex- 
clusively given to the one noticed above. It was commen- 
ced on the night of November 22nd ; and the activity of 
its fire is well known to those who have studied the de- 
tails of the siege of Boston. This fort has been destroy- 
ed ; but the position is easily identified. In Marshall's 
map, the entrenchment, which is placed between this hill 
and the creek, should be removed to the southern shore. 

5. Lechmere Point Redoubt^ one hundred yards from 
West Boston bridge, displays more science in its construc- 
tion, and has a wider and deeper fosse than most of the 
other fortifications. It was commenced on Dec. 11th, 
1775, and it was several days before it was completed, 
during which time it was much exposed to the fire of the 
English in Boston. Two or three soldiers of the revolu- 
tionary army were killed at this redoubt, and the Prunus 
virginiana, with its red berries, marks the spot where they 
were probably interred. Upon one angle of the Fort 
where the cannon were pointed with most destructive ef- 
fect, a church is now erecting, and when I visited the 
spot, the carpenters were busily engaged in preparing the 
woodwork in one of the bastions. The glacis, the coun- 
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ter8carp, the embrasures, the covered way, and the batte- 
ries, are fast disappeariag. Diggers of gravel on one side, 
and builders on the other, were busily employed in com- 
pleting the destruction of the strongest battery erected by 
the army of America, and were thus achieving, without 
opposition, that which an enemy could not effect. 

A causeway made across the marsh, the covered way 
which crosses the brow of the hill, and the lines which 
flanked Willis' Creek, are still perfect, and may be traced 
with great facility. 

G. Winter Hill Fort appears to have been the most ex- 
tensive, and the entrenchments more numerous, than any 
of the other positions of the American Army. The fort 
on the hill is almost entirely destroyed ; only a small part 
of the rampart still remains perfect. 

A redoubt situated upon Ten Hill Farm, which com- 
manded the navigation of the Mystic river, is complete, as 
are also some slight entrenchments near. 

A redoubt, situated between Winter and Prospect Hill, 
has been completely carried away, and a quarry has been 
opened on the spot. In the general orders, issued at 
Cambridge, guards were directed to be stationed at White 
House Redoubt, and this I believe was the post intend- 
ed. General Lee is said to have had his head quarters 
in a farm house immediately in the rear of this redoubt. 

7. Prospect Hill h^s two eminences, both of which were 
strongly fortified, and connected by a rampart and fosse; 
about two hundred yards are quite entire ; they are orna- 
mented with the Aster, Solidago, Rosa, &ic.; and those, 
who feel any curiosity about these lines, will be much 
gratified by the view here afforded. The forts on these 
hills were destroyed only a few years ago, but their 
size can be distinctly seen. On the southern eminence 
a part of the fort is still entire, and the south west face of 
the bill is divided into several platforms, of which I can- 
not exactly ascertain the use. There are also evident 
marks of the dwellings of the soldiers. The extensive 
view from this hill, the walk on the ancient ramparts, and 
the sight of the various stations occupied by the American 



u.^i^\Tr.«^ 



343 On the Forts around Boston. 

army will render this bill, at a future period, a favorite i*e- 
sort. 

8, Forts marked No. 3, on MarshalPs Map, near the S.W, 
of Prospect Hill have some of their bastions entire, but the 
surface is cultivated, and part of the outline destroyed. 

9. The Cambridge Lines^ situated upon Butler's Hill, ap- 
pear to have consisted of six regular forts, connected by a 
strong entrenchment. The most Northerly of these forts 
is perfect, with the exception of one of its angles destroy- 
ed by the road, it appears as if just quitted by the army of 
America, its bastions are entire, the outline is perfect, and 
it seems a Chef d'oeuvre of the military art. The state of 
preservation in which it is found, and the motives which 
led to its erection, all confer a high degree of interest up- 
on this fortification. May it continue uninjured for a long 
period of years, with no other foe but the assaults of 
time ! 

A square fort may be seen near the southern extremity 
of these lines, in fine preservation, it is in a field within 
two hundred yards of the road to Cambridge. As it was 
near the head quarters of the army, it must have been of- 
ten visited by General Washington, and this cit'cumstance 
alone would render it an object of interest ; but the pro- 
prietor appears to have wanted no inducement but his own 
mind to preserve this monument of times which are gone. 
The eastern rampart is lower than the others, and the 
gateway with its bank of earth still remains. 

The other forts and batteries of this line of defence, 
which constituted the firmest bulwark of ^he American ar- 
my, are all levelled with the ground, and the intrenchments 
which were raised and defended by warriors, are now em- 
ployed in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture. 

10. 7he second Line of Defence may be traced on the 
College green at Cambridge, but its proximity to the Pub- 
lic Halls may have produced some inconvenience, an4 
it has been carefully destroyed. 

11, ^ semicircular battery i with three embrasures, on 
the northern shore of Charles river, near its entrance into 
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the Bay, is in a perfect state of preservation. It is rather 
above the level of the marsh, and those who would wish 
to see it, should pass on the road to Cambridge, until they 
arrive at a cross road, which leads to the bank of the river; 
by following the course of the stream, they may arrive at 
this battery, without crossing the marsh, which is its north- 
ern boundary and difficult to pass. Marshall places two 
batteries in this situation, but I could find only the one 
noticed above. 

. 12. Brookline Fort^ or, as it is called in the annals of the 
Revolution, the Fort on Sewall's Point, was very exten- 
sive, and would be still perfect, were it not for the road 
which divides it into two nearly equal parts, with this ex- 
ception, the ramparts, and an irregular bastion, which 
commanded the entrance of Charles river, are entire. 
The fort was nearly quadrangular, and the fortifications 
stronger than many of the other positions of the American 
army. 

13. w? Battery^ on the southern shore of Muddy river, 
with three embrasures, is only slightly injured. The ram- 
parts and the fosse were adorned, when [ saw them, with 
the beautiful leaves and the red fruit of the sumach, and 
with the dark red foliage of the oak. 

I A. A Redovht placed by Marshall to the westward of 
this position could not be discovered, nor three others, 

K laced on the map between Stony brook and the Forts at 
lOxbury : perhaps the researches were not sufficiently ac- 
curate. 

Two hundred yards north of the lower Fort at Roxbu-- 
ry, near the spot on which the meeting-house now stands 
was an intrenchment which, I am informed by Gen. Sum- 
ner, was levelled many years ago. 

15. Forts at Roxbury. If it is possible that any person 
should feel indifferent about the fortresses which achiev* 
ed the independence of the Eastern States of America, a 
visit to these Forts will immediately recall to his mind all 
those associations which are so intimately combined with 
that proud period of American history. The lower Fort 
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al Roxburj' appears to have been the earliest erected, and 
by its elevation commanded the avenue to Boston over 
the peninsula, and prevented the advance or the English 
troops in that direction. It is of the most irregular form, 
the interior occupies about two acres of ground, and as the 
hill is bare of soil, the places may still be seen whence the 
earth was taken to form the ramparts. This fortification 
has not been at all injured, and the embrasures may still 
be noticed where the cannon were placed which fired upon 
the advanced lines of the enemy. 

On a higher eminence of the same hill is situated a 
quadrangular fort, built on the summit of the rock, and be- 
ing perhaps their first attempt at regular fortification, it was 
considered by the militia of unparalleled strength, andexci- 
ted great contidcnce in that wing of the army stationed at 
Roxbury. An admirer of the poetry of Ossian would here 
fancy himself surrounded by the scenes which he de- 
scribes ; he would immediately recognize 

The gray Sandstone, peeping^ from the earth, 
Covered with many a variegated mos?, 

and the bold masses of detached rocks which he might im- 
agine were the monuments of the heroes of the war of in- 
dependence. To confer, if possible, additional interest 
upon this hill, and the fortresses of the right wing of the 
American army, the plants which adorn them are numer- 
ous and some of them rare. Accompanied by a distin- 
guished botanist we noticed in a short space of time mors 
than fifty varieties of shrubs and plants. In November 
the leaves of the Anemone nemorosa were still to be seen, 
and the Dianthus armeria was in flower. We perceived 
the Aquilegia canadensis, Myrica cerifera, Saxiiraga ver- 
nalis, Sarothra gentianoides, Antirrhinum canadense and 
linaria, Aster many varieties, Podalyria tinctoria, Chrysan- 
themum, Ranunculus, Polytrichum, Juncus tenuis, Polygo- 
num tenue, Erigeron canadense, Vcrbascum the Physcia 
or Barren chrysopthalma and many others. The ramparts 
of the lower fort were covered with the bright yellow flow 
ers of the Taiiacetum, and the Polypodium vulgare dis- 
played its ^oK'lcin sc(^<ls. The rock? are shielded from the 
storm« of winter by acovorin<; ol the Ijvropodium rupcstre, 
and the f jcIh'Ii rangiferinus or rein-door ino?s. If you 
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should paj little attention to the flowers, yet the higher 
order of plants cannot fail to attract your notice. The 
whole of the hills except the interior of the Forts, is cov- 
ered with a profusion of shrubs among which are the Rosa 
eglanteria or sweet briar with its red fruit, and the Ligus- 
trum with its black and shining seeds ; the Celastrus scan- 
dens which informs the European that he is at a great dis- 
tance from his native plains, and the Berberis which in d- 
ces him to believe that he is at home. The Juniperus vir- 
giniana has taken quiet possession of a great portion of the 

S round, and let us hope it may never be molested in its 
ominion. A few oaks and the Platanus occidentalis adorn 
the higher fort. Let the botanist in the spring visit this 
spot, and while gathering the flowers, offer up a wish, that 
the ramparts which protect them may never be disturbed. 

16. The Roxbury lines^ about three quarters of a mile 
in advance of the forts, and two hundred yards north of the 
town, are still to be seen on the eastern side of the penin- 
sula, and may be distinguished by any person going by the 
nearest road to Dorchester, over Lamb's Dam. 

17. At this period it may be proper to mention the Brit- 
ish fortifications. The lines situated upon the Neck are 
almost as perfect at the present day as when first erected, 
with the exception of that part destroyed by the road. 
They may be seen to great advantage on the western side 
of the isthmus, about a quarter of a mile south of the 
Green Stores. There appear to have been two lines of 
entrenchments carried quite across the peninsula, and the 
fosse, which was filled at high water, converted Boston 
into an island. The mounds, ramparts, and wide ditches 
which remain, attest the strength of the original works. 
The small battery on the common, erected by the British, 
may perhaps remain for a long period of years, as a me- 
morial of ancient times. 

18. The Dorchester Lines. Of these, some very slight 
traces may be distinguished. 
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19, Forts on Dorchester Heights . 

We now hasten to the last forts, the erection of which 
terminated the contest in this portion of the eastern States 
6f America. 

On March 3d, 1 776, the following order was issued at 
the camp at Roxbury : '< It is expected that every man, 
in every station and department, will now exert all his 
power for the salvation of America. Freedom and glo- 
ry — shame and slavery, are set before us : let us act like 
men, like christians, like heroes, — and form a character for 
the admiration of posterity." 

On March 4th. '^Brig. Gen. Thomas is to take the command 
of two thousand one hundred men, which are to be para- 
ded at six o'clock this evening ; with which h^ is to pro- 
ceed to Dorchester point, and there to throw up such works 
on the two commanding eminences, as he, with the advice 
of the engineers, shall think most proper for the defence of 
the ground, and annoyance of the enemy ; and defend the 
same. By order of Maj. Gen. Ward. 

J. Ward, A. D. C. 

It is to be regretted that the entrenchments thrown up 
by the army of the revolution, on the Heights of Dorches- 
ter, are almost entirely obliterated by the erection of two 
new forts in the late war. But some traces of the ancient 
works may be seen on both hills ; the old forts were con- 
structed with more skill, and display more science than the 
recent works, the ramparts of which are even now falling 
down ; and we would gladly see them destroyed, if from 
their ruins the ancient works could re-appear. 

20. A noble octagonal fort, and two batteries, which 
may be seen, in perfect preservation, upon the promontory, 
were erected after the departure of the English from Boston, 
and do not require a place in the present essay. The fort 
is situated at the point ; one battery is in the rear of the 
house of industry, whose inmates will probably soon de- 
stroy it, and the other upon a rising ground immediately be- 
low the Heights of Dorchester. 
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21. At Jfook Billy n^ar South Boston bridge, may be 
seen the last breast-work which was thrown up by the for- 
ces of America, during this arduous contest. Its appear- 
ance on the morning of March 17, 1776, induced the de- 
parture of the British troops from Boston in a few hours, 
and thus placed the seal to the independence of the New- 
England States. But those who would wish to see this en* 
trenchment, must visit it soon. The enemy have attacked 
it on three sides, and are proceeding by sap and by mine ; 
part of the fosse is already destroyed, and the rampart nods 
to its fall. 

If these fortresses should be regarded with indifference, 
let US' consider that the seige of Boston was one of the 
most prominent features in the war of the Revolution. The 
forces of England were, in the commencement of the con- 
test, besieged, and the plans for the Independence of Amer- 
ica were matured under the shelter of these ramparts. 

In a military point of view it presents conspicuous fea- 
tures: an island, or rather a peninsula, besieged from tke 
continent. Accomplished generals, and brave and discip- 
h'ned troops on one side, and undisciplined, but numerous 
forces on the other. At the same time, the army of Eng- 
land did all that men, in such a situation could attempt. If 
they had obtained possession of any part of the lines, by the 
sacrifice of an immense number of lives, still no advantage 
could have been gained by advancing into a country where 
every man was a foe, every stone wall a rampart, and every 
hill a fortress. When we examine the extent of the lines, 
(more than twelve miles,) the numerous forts covering eve- 
ry hill, redoubts and batteries erected upon every rising 
ground, ramparts and entrenchments defending every val- 
ley, we are surprised at the immensity of the works con- 
structed, and the labour required to complete them. Noth- 
ing but the enthusiasm of liberty could have enabled the 
men of America to construct such works. In history they 
are equalled only by the lines and forts raised by Julius Caesar 
to surround the army of Pompey, of which the description 
in Lucan's Pharsalia will justly apply to the lines before 
Boston : 



348 Observations on the Language of Signs 



Fraogantar moDtes, planurnqneper ardoa Cssar 
Duoit opus ; pandit fossas, tarrithque suminit 
Dispoait ca&tella jugis, magoo qae recetsii 
Amplexas fines ; saltut nemorosaque tesqna 
£t nlvnsf yestaque feras indagine daadit. 

Lib. VL 38—43. 

Or the relation of the same siege in Cssar De Bello Ci- 
vili Lib. 3, may be considered as more applicable. 

Should the inhabitants of New-England, at some future 
day, take a pleasure in preserving the forts which were 
erected by their ancestors, defended by their valour, a.nd 
which they would have laid down their lives to maintain ; 
the hills on which they are situated should be adorned with 
trees, shrubs, and the finest flowers. The laurel plant* 
ed on the spot where Warren fell, would be an emblem of 
unfading hoMur; the white birch and pine might adorn 
Prospect UiWf at Roxbury, the cedar and the oak should 
still retain their eminence ; and upon the Heights of Dor- 
chester, we would plant the laurel, and the finest trees 
which adorn the forest, because there was achieved a glori- 
ous victory without the sacrifice of life. 

Many centuries hence, if despotism without, or anarchy 
within, should cause the republican institutions of America 
to fade, then these fortresses ought to be destroyed, because 
they would be a constant reproach to the people ; but until 
that period, they should be preserved as the noblest monu- 
ments of liberty. 
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